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Queen Elizabeth II wore pearls 
almost every day, if  not a necklace 
then earrings – often both. In the 
tradition of  his great grandmother 
Queen Victoria, her father George 
VI gifted his two daughters two 
pearls every birthday since birth 
– and when they reached 18 years 
old, these pearls were strung 
into a necklace. The three strand 
necklace from her father was 
perhaps her most sentimental 
piece of  jewellery and worn, 
intermittent with two replicas, 
up until her recent death. 
The original necklace was 
inherited by her daughter,
the Princess Royal.
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MIKIMOTO (Main photo and right)

After years of  unsuccessful attempts to recreate 
real pearls, Kokichi Mikimoto, finally succeeded in 
1893. Six years later he opened the first Mikimoto 
boutique and then in 1913 a boutique in London. 
Mikimoto made lustrous pearls affordable, at a 
time when Queen Alexandra and her daughter-in-
law Queen Mary were seen with strands of  pearl 
necklaces wound around their necks.
4This particular strand of  creamy white Akoya 
perfect pearls is a breathtakingly long 100 inches 
with an 18ct white gold clasp. It can be worn 
in a multitude of  ways – but I’d channel Queen 
Elizabeth’s great grandmother and swirl them 
several times around my neck, £POA. 
www.mikimoto.com

Pictured: Mikimoto Brand Ambassador, Dilraba
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GARRARD
No jewellery maison is more regal than Garrard. From 1843 to 
2007, this 300 year old British institution was the Crown Jeweller 
and many of  the pieces that we see today on members of  the 
Royal Family were created, or indeed altered, by the brand; 
including the crowns. They probably know more about the late 
monarch’s pearls than anyone else.
The Rose Garden High Jewellery Pearl and Diamond Necklace is 
set with 817 round diamonds and 190 cultured freshwater pearls, 
is as majestic as anything in the Royal Collection! Set in white 
gold, £230,000. 
www.garrard.com 

YOKO LONDON
With a fab new flagship store on Sloane Street, this fifty year 

old, born and bred London brand puts pearls first. To celebrate 
Her Late Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee, Yoko created the Jubilee 
Masterpiece – a tiara that cleverly transforms into an equally 

sumptuous necklace. Set in white gold with 181 Japanese Akoya 
and Australian South Sea pearls with 31 carats of  diamonds, this 

piece is pearlticularly spectacular, £POA. 
www.yokolondon.com

BONHAMS
This stunning, three strand 
cultured pearl bracelet, with 
a mid-20th century floral 
clasp, set with brilliant and 
baguette diamonds, is up for 
auction on December 7th at 
Bonhams Knightsbridge. 
Estimate of  £2,000-3,000.
www.bonhams.com

BOODLES
Another iconic British 
brand, Boodles began in 
Liverpool in 1798 and 
have recently celebrated 
225 years with an 
exhibition at the city’s 
Lady Lever Art Gallery. 
Here South Sea cultured 
pearls set in platinum are 
suspended from double 
diamond (1.34ct) set kite 
shaped drops, £11,000.
www.boodles.com

TASAKI
Shunsaku Tasaki began farming pearls on Kyushu Island, 

Japan in 1933 and twenty years later he established his 
eponymous production, as one of  the principal suppliers 
of  cultured pearls. Today TASAKI is one of  the largest 

producers of  Akoya pearls. The business created its 
first jewellery designs in 1967 and is now known for its 

contemporary vision of  unique pearl and diamond creations. 
This lovely pair of  Chorus Valley earrings in platinum plated 

white gold is set with Akoya pearls and diamonds, £69,600. 
www.tasaki.co.uk


